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never been seriously aggressive, for though he
certainly had no liking for the policy of the colony,
he does not appear to have been influenced by
any hostility towards Massachusetts.

Happening to be in England at this juncture,
Maverick was called upon by the Chancellor to
state the case against the colony, and this he did
in several letters, giving many instances of the
colony's disloyalty and injustice, and recommend-
ing that its privileges be taken away, just as it
had taken away the privileges of others. To
this suggestion Clarendon paid no heed, for it was
no part of the royal purpose to drive the colonies
to desperation at a time when the King was but
newly come to his throne and needed all his re-
sources in the struggle with the Dutch. But to
Maverick's further suggestions that New Nether-
land be reduced, that Massachusetts be regulated,
and that commissioners be sent over to accomplish
these ends, he expressed himself as favorable, and
all were finally accepted by the Government*
Maverick's opinion that British control should be
exercised over a British possession and that the
government of such a possession should not be
conducted after the fashion of an ecclesiastical
society happened to coincide with that of the